Shrinking populations of bees' preferred plants could help to explain the worldwide decline in many wild bee species.
Jeroen Scheper of Wageningen University in the Netherlands and his colleagues carefully scraped pollen grains off the legs of museum specimens of 57 Dutch bee species to identify which plants the bees had fed on. The bees were collected before 1950, and thus before many wildflower populations began to decline because of agricultural intensification. The study revealed that bees whose favourite plants have declined the most are now showing the steepest drop in population numbers. Populations of larger bees, which have greater food requirements, also showed big decreases.
The findings support calls to plant specific flowers for these threatened pollinators. 
Qubits come close to perfection
Physicists have created quantum units of information that operate with some of the lowest levels of error ever seen.
David Lucas at the University of Oxford, UK, and his colleagues trapped ions of the rare isotope calcium-43 with electric fields and manipulated them with lasers and microwaves, forming 'quantum bits' or qubits. Their set-up was robust enough to outside interference that the qubits kept their fragile quantum states for 50 seconds and errors arose only once in every 1 million operations, 10 times better than previous demonstrations.
Because correcting codes can overcome these very low levels of error, the authors say that their qubits are accurate enough to be used in quantum computing. However, linking up many of these qubits in a scalable system remains a challenge. 
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